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COUNCILLOR JANE STROUD’S UPDATE
I want to wish a HAPPY NEW YEAR to all the residents in Ward 4 and the
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo.
At the December 14, 2021 Council meeting, I asked for an update on the
proposed policing office for Conklin. A bylaw was passed at the same
Council meeting for the waiving of license fees for businesses for 2022 in
the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. When the businesses come
forward for either a renewal or a new license, they will be informed that the
fee is waived for 2022.
A resident had reviewed the Fees, Rates and Charges Bylaw which was
part of the Council meeting for December 14, 2021 and sent in a concern asking if the rural water
and sewer system is not ready to be hooked up in 2022, will the cost rise from the $16,000 listed by
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase. The response from the RMWB was; as a part of the overall
review undertaken of user fees, a benchmarking exercise and a cost analysis was completed. The
Rural Water and Sewer Servicing (RWSS) connection is unique to the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo; therefore, a jurisdictional scan for benchmark data could not be conducted for this item. The
Consumer Price Index (CPI) was added to the RWSS connection as per the Rural Area Water and
Wastewater Service Connection Bylaw No. 20/009. Due to this lack of benchmarking data,
Administration is not recommending an increase to the connection charges for Saprae Creek for
2022. Increases in future years for all communities will be reviewed by Administration on an annual
basis and will be based on the CPI.
I want to share with Ward 4 residents that Melissa Crane, Provincial Ministerial Assistant to
Agriculture and Forestry and Indigenous Relations followed up from our meeting with Minister of
Indigenous Affairs, Rick Wilson, regarding Highway 881 and the repairs needed from Anzac to the
provincial park. The repairs are specifically due to the increasing traffic on Highway 881, which
includes the Keyera project and the gravel hauling from the pit close to Anzac. It was discussed that
the communities that live along Highway 881 need to be consulted. Short term resolutions were
discussed such as the trucks only travelling at night until such time as repairs are made to the
highway. The condition of the Morice Creek Bridge next to Fort McMurray #468 First Nation was also
discussed. This bridge was washed out in the flood of 2013 and has never been properly repaired.
If this bridge or any of the bridges between Conklin and Highway 63 are unusable, residents would
not be able to reach Fort McMurray for essential services.
I also received a concern from a resident in that there is a beaver dam underneath the bridge next
to the fish ladders. I reached out to the Minister of Transportation’s office with the province and they
explained that they are monitoring the beaver dam.
We have had two meetings with the Minister of Health, Jason Copping, to discuss Regional
Emergency Services Dispatch services. The second meeting was more positive.
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Chief Butz explained the challenges that we face in our region. I want to thank Conklin Resource
Development Advisory Committee for sending in a letter to the province expressing their concerns
on the provincial consolidation of Emergency Services Dispatch. The letter included the following
statement: “The Conklin Resource Development Advisory Committee (“CRDAC”) would like to take
this opportunity on behalf of the residents of Conklin, Alberta to share our strong opposition to the
decision made by Alberta Health Services (“AHS”) and the Government of Alberta to consolidate the
regional ambulance dispatch services. We strongly urge the province to reverse its decision for the
health and safety of all Albertans.”
Kudos to the Regional Recreation Corporation for the donation of small crafts and cookies for the
Kindergarten to Grade 2 students in Anzac, Janvier and Conklin. There were chocolate bars and
drinks for the higher grades. Thank you to Tracy, the school bus driver who offered to deliver them
to Father Perin School and the Head Start group.
We had our annual Christmas parade in Anzac and Gregoire Lake Estates in December. It was a
fun time. I was invited to Conklin for a Christmas community event. It was great to see the residents
out enjoying themselves. I was also able to enjoy the performance of comedian Don Burnstick at the
event.
Pictures below are of the crew at the Regional Recreation Corporation preparing the goody bags
and a picture of my car; ready for the Christmas parade in Anzac and Gregoire Lake Estates.

For any good deeds or concerns please e-mail jane.stroud@rmwb.ca or telephone, 780-714-7627.
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The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo continues to monitor the on-going COVID-19 pandemic and
follow the direction of Alberta Health Services (AHS) and the Chief Medical Officer of Health.
For provincial updates, please visit alberta.ca/COVID19.
For municipal information related to COVID-19, visit rmwb.ca/COVID19.
Free Rapid Test Kits
The Government of Alberta is providing Albertans with free COVID-19 rapid antigen testing kits for at-home
use. Kits can be picked up at select locations on a first-come first-served basis, while supplies last.
Additional locations will be added as more kits are available. To learn more about this program, visit
alberta.ca/rapidtesting.
Vaccine Program
The Government of Alberta’s Vaccine Program continues to be well underway.
Everyone 5+ can now get vaccinated. Children 5 to 11 must book online or by calling 811, walk-ins are not
available at this time. Third doses will be rolled out to all Albertans 18+ in stages.
To find out if you are eligible to receive your third dose, visit alberta.ca/vaccine.
COVID-19 vaccines help prevent you from getting infected and protect you from getting severely sick if you
do get it. All vaccines are safe, effective and save lives.

JANVIER MUNICIPAL OFFICE
Staff members are still working even though the municipal offices are closed to the public.
You can reach them in several ways:
Email: martha.nokohoo@rmwb.ca
Phone: 780-559-223
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Engineering Update
Janvier Sewage Lagoon & Outfall
The construction of the sewage lagoon is complete and some additional monitoring wells
and an extension of the outfall line will be added in 2022 to improve the performance of the
lagoon. Design of the outfall line extension is being finalized.

Share your thoughts on theatres, studios and other cultural spaces in the region
Great news! The RMWB has extended the opportunity to share your feedback on cultural spaces in the
region until Jan. 31, 2022. Submit your response to a short resident or cultural organization survey or
contact us for a one-on-one discussion. Get started by visiting rmwb.ca/CINA.
Implementing Wood Buffalo Culture Plan Initiatives
Cultural facilities offer the spaces you need to participate in dance, art, theatre, music, and many other
cultural activities you love. These places include art galleries, art studios, dance studios, community
kitchens, green space and parks, community halls,
libraries, museums and theatres or performing arts
centres. The Cultural Infrastructure Needs Assessment
is a strategic initiative stemming from the Wood Buffalo
Culture Plan, which was adopted by Council in May
2019. It’s important to hear directly from residents on
any gaps in existing spaces and resources currently
available. Your feedback will will be considered in
conjunction with other indicators and used to guide
future decision making.
Don’t have access to the online survey but want to get involved? No problem! Contact PULSE for a
printable survey, or ask PULSE to submit your survey responses anonymously over the phone by calling 780743-7000.
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Know someone who could benefit from the VPR? Spread the word!
The Vulnerable Persons Registry (VPR) is a free, voluntary and confidential service that helps improve the safety of
vulnerable residents living at home during emergencies. If you know someone who is eligible, and could benefit from
having added support during emergencies, tell them about the VPR!

Who is eligible?
The VPR is available to residents in the region who experience any of the following:
•
•

Mobility issues
Visual or hearing impairments

•

Developmental or cognitive impairments

•

Challenges related to mental health

•

Individuals who require electricity for life-sustaining equipment (life support, oxygen or dialysis)

Individuals registering for the Vulnerable Persons Registry must have a permanent address and at least one (1) valid
contact number on their application. Individuals who are unable to meet these criteria will not be eligible for the
registry.
To register, visit rmwb.ca/VPR or call Pulse.
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The Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo (RMWB) and the Wood Buffalo
Regional Library (WBRL) welcome you
to the It's Time to Read book club. This
virtual book club features the works and
voices of Indigenous authors to
increase understanding and awareness
of Indigenous culture, history, and
current issues. Help us build bridges
through books and advance
reconciliation in the region.
Settle in with a blanket, a cup of tea and participate in It's Time to Read from the comfort of your
own home! The book club is entirely virtual. Check back regularly for discussion, polls and other
exclusive content. Subscribe to ensure you don't miss any of the action. All are welcome to join;
however, it is important to note books may contain adult content, including but not limited to adult
language and themes, and violence.

Join us as we read our first book in January
2022: Firekeeper's Daughter by Angeline Boulley.
Copies will be available to borrow from the bookshelf.
Subscribe and participate at It's Time to Read |
Participate Wood Buffalo (rmwb.ca)
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To better understand the odours in our region, the Wood Buffalo Environmental Association (WBEA) is asking
community members to check out our COMP app and share information about the odours you are experiencing.
The WBEA launched the Community Odour Monitoring Program (COMP) and the COMP App so people could
anonymously submit odour observations and track odour events in the RMWB. The collected information is then
compared to the ambient air quality parameters measured at the WBEA’s air monitoring stations to determine if
there is a relationship between regional odours and air quality. Submitted observations can be found at
comp.wbea.org, and findings are reported to the public in an annual report. The 2020 COMP Annual Report can be
found here.
Please share your odour observations on the COMP app (available for iOS and Android devices) and help us better
understand the odours in our region!

A message from Emergency Management: Extreme cold
In Alberta, an extreme cold warning is issued when temperatures or the wind chill index reach
minus 40°C or colder. Being exposed even for short periods in these conditions can be dangerous.
Protect yourself and your loved ones
•
•
•
•
•

Stay safe, warm and protected.
Stay indoors when possible. If you have to travel by car, know your route ahead of time and
make sure you have a well-stocked emergency kit in your vehicle.
Dress in warm, windproof layers. Watch for signs of frostbite. Frostbite can occur in less than
10 minutes in extreme cold.
When working outside, do not over exert yourself. Sweating can lead to hypothermia, which can
be fatal.
Make sure your pets have warm shelter during a cold snap.

For more information visit the Government of Alberta website
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Janvier Garbage and Recycling Drop-off

Did you know that you can drop off residential garbage and recycling, including household hazardous waste, for free
at the Janvier Waste Transfer Station?
Help protect the environment and keep Janvier clean by disposing of items properly. All dropped off items are
brought to the Municipal landfill for proper disposal or recycling.
Everyone, including First Nation communities, are encouraged to use the facility! It is located at the end of
MacDonald Avenue in Janvier.
Hours of Operation (Nov. 1 – Mar 31):
• Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
• Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
• Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The following items are not allowed to be dropped off at the Janvier Waste Transfer Station:
•
•
•
•
•

Commercial waste
Ammunition
Explosives
Radioactive waste
Biological, biomedical or pathological
waste

•
•
•
•
•

Animal carcasses or deceased pets
Asbestos
Oilfield waste
Waste containing free liquids
Vehicles and vehicle parts

Learn more about garbage and recycling services at rmwb.ca/garbage.
If you have any questions, connect with Pulse at 780-743-7000 or toll-free at 1-800-973-9663
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Tuesday and Thursday: Janvier, Anzac and Gregoire Lake Estates – Trip #1
Time

Pick Up/Drop Off

Location

8:00 a.m.

Pick up

Manning Avenue (AMA Parking Lot)

8:05 a.m.

Pick up

Hardin Street at MacDonald Ave

10:00 a.m.

Pick Up

Janvier Store

11:00 a.m.

Pick up

Anzac Recreation Centre

11:15 a.m.

Pick up

Gregoire Lake Estates (mailboxes)

12:05 p.m.

Drop Off

Hardin St & MacDonald Ave (Across from Provincial building)

12:15 p.m.

Drop off

Manning Avenue (AMA Parking Lot)

Tuesday and Thursday: Janvier, Anzac and Gregoire Lake Estates – Trip #2
Time

Pick Up/Drop Off

Location

16:00 p.m.

Pick up

Manning Avenue (AMA Parking Lot)

16:05 p.m.

Pick up

Hardin St & MacDonald Ave (Across from Provincial building)

16:40 p.m.

Pick Up/Drop off

Gregoire Lake Estates (mailboxes)

16:55 p.m.

Pick Up/Drop Off

Anzac Recreation Centre

18:00 p.m.

Drop Off

Janvier Store
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Specialized Mobility Bus Service – Janvier
The Specialized Mobility Assistance Required Transportation (SMART Bus) service is available in the rural
communities! Service is available for Janvier every Thursday. Trips can be booked between the hours listed
below.

Janvier SMART Bus hours of operation:
•
•
•

Every Thursday
Pick-up 8:45 a.m.
Return 1:40 p.m.

How to book the SMART Bus
Individuals with disabilities or seniors, who have no other means of transportation, can register for the
service then book trips! Completed application forms must be received before booking the service.
To begin the registration process, visit rmwb.ca/smartbus, contact the SMART Bus booking line at 780-7437909 or email at smartbus@rmwb.ca .
Once registered, you may book a trip by calling 780-743-7909 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
Booking must be made by 12:00 p.m. the Wednesday before your trip. Clients must provide destinations for
pick-up, drop-off and return.
Please note the SMART Bus is a shared service and does not remain with the client for the duration of the
visit to Fort McMurray.

SMART Bus Fees
Rural Service is $10.00 each way. One-way trips can be provided.
Bookings for SMART Bus for rides in Fort McMurray, between the hours of pick-up and return, can be
booked for an additional $1.50/ ride.
For more information on SMART Bus, please visit rmwb.ca/smartbus

SMART Bus
E-mail: smartbus@rmwb.ca

Tel: (780) 743-7909
Website: www.rmwb.ca/smartbu
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2022 – 2023 Wood Buffalo RCMP Policing Priorities
Have your say about policing priorities for 2022 by completing a brief survey starting Jan. 17! Each year, Wood Buffalo
RCMP establish policing priorities to ensure that — in addition to responding to calls for services — officers focus on the
policing issues identified as important by community members.
The RMWB has partnered with the RCMP to conduct this brief survey to make sure policing priorities align with those
living, working, and playing in the region. These priorities are determined based on the feedback the RCMP receives from
the municipalities and communities they serve. Information collected from this survey will be reviewed and considered by
RCMP, the RMWB council and policing committees in the region.
How to Submit the Annual Policing Priorities Survey
The survey will be live Jan. 17 – Feb. 14 and will be available online and in print at various locations. Visit rmwb.ca/rcmp to
learn more. Contact PULSE at 780-743-7000 to find print copies or receive support submitting your response by phone.
Please mail or drop off completed hard copy surveys to Wood Buffalo RCMP at 105 Paquette Drive Fort McMurray, AB T9K
0P5.

Are you considering post-secondary education? Join the MACOY Virtual
University Speaker Series to gain valuable insight
The Mayor’s Advisory Council on Youth (MACOY) is inviting local high school students to register for the
MACOY Virtual University Speaker Series and join current university students from across the country as
they discuss different areas of post-secondary studies, the application process, life on campus and more.
The MACOY Virtual University Speaker Series will host monthly weekend sessions on the following
dates:
•

Jan. 15 and 16
o Theme: Medicine and Psychology
o Registration deadline: Jan. 14 at 12 p.m.

•

Feb. 12 and 13
o Theme: Law and Business
o Registration deadline: Feb. 11 at 12 p.m.

•

March 12 and 13
o Theme: Education and Humanities
o Registration deadline: March 11 at 10 p.m.

All sessions will be held via Microsoft Teams and will take place from 2 – 4 p.m. To register, visit
rmwb.ca/MACOY.
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Community events & programs

Stay Alert to Emergencies Near
You – Download Alertable!
Want local emergency alerts sent right to your
phone? Download the Alertable app today!
Alertable is the quickest way to receive RMWB
emergency notifications.
Simply download the app for free from the Apple
Store or Google Play, set your location within the region and you’ll be ready to receive emergency
notifications.
Learn more about Alertable, and other emergency alert systems available to you, at
rmwb.ca/emergencyalerts.

Want to learn Cree or Dene?
The Athabasca Tribal Council has developed
free Cree and Dene language apps to promote
and preserve Indigenous languages. These apps
have over 400 words, with a growing list, that
will help those interested in learning the
language.
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Addiction & Mental Health Support
Alberta Health Services (AHS) Addiction & Mental Health staff are
available by in-person appointment to help children, youth, adults,
and seniors in Wood Buffalo Rural Communities who may be
experiencing health concerns with addiction, depression, anxiety,
trauma, stress etc.
Appointments are free and confidential. Individuals will receive
counselling/therapy support, information and resources, and referrals
to appropriate health services.
Addiction and Mental Health staff available weekly:
Janvier: Janvier Health Centre
Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Conklin: Conklin Multiplex
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
AHS also offers virtual appointments by phone or online (via Zoom)
In-person appointments will be required to follow all AHS COVID-19 guidelines.
For more information or to schedule an appointment, please contact:
Wood Buffalo Addiction and Mental Health Services
120 – 339 Powder Drive, Fort McMurray
Phone: 780-793-8360
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Senior Activity Program
Sign up for the Seniors Activity Program (55+).
We will deliver to your house an activity package and a
snack.
Activities could include puzzles, games, cards, sudoku, crosswords, and other fun games.

To sign up Contact
Joanne (Recreation Programmer) @ 780-714-0316
Martha (Janvier) @ 587-644-2240
Wendy (Conklin) @ 780-742-7456

We want your original poetry for our 2022 Words in Motion Poetry Booklet! The deadline to submit is
January 31, 2022. Visit https://bit.ly/WIM2022 for all the details. All ages are welcome to enter.
Need to get your free library card or help with placing a hold? Give Miki a shout at
miki.mcnaughton@wbrl.ca.
Don’t forget – we’re more than books! Check out video games, music and more! Browse the catalogue at
wbrl.ca.
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Our Vision "Strong, vibrant communities where youth develop
successful careers."
Our Mission “Enable youth on their path to rewarding careers.”

Check out our website:
www.careersnextgen.ca

CAREERS CO-OP Apprenticeship Program
The CO-OP program is available for youth aged 25 or younger who are interested in starting their
apprenticeship in the trades. In order to apply, interested candidates must attend a mandatory information
session. Currently all info sessions are being held virtually with multiple dates and times to chose from.
Date
Time
Date
Time
th
th
Jan 4 , 2022
7 p.m.
Feb 16 , 2022 7 p.m.
Jan 12th, 2022 2 p.m.
Feb 18th, 2022 7 p.m.
th
Jan 28 , 2022 10 a.m.
Mar 7th, 2022
2 p.m.
th
Feb 8 , 2022 2 p.m.
Mar 21st, 2022 2 p.m.
Please call 587-543-0436 or email Eric at
eleatham@nextgen.org to attend an information session.

CO-OP application deadline is
April 1st, 2022.

Young Women in Trades and Technology (YWITT)
CAREERS is breaking down barriers and paving a path for women in skilled trades and technologies. Our
virtual mentorship series will allow young women in grades 9 and up to connect with successful female
industry leaders and hear about their career stories.
Upcoming Virtual Mentorship Sessions
Topic
Date
Agriculture & Cooking
January 12th, 2022
ICT/Forestry
February 24th, 2022

Time
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Virtual Exploration Presentations
CAREERS is hosting a variety of Virtual Exploration Presentations throughout the school year. All will be
held online and offer insight into different career paths. Each presentation will showcase the career on topic
and will have an opportunity to ask questions about the field of work or the CAREERS program.
Upcoming presentations are:
Topic
Date
Agriculture – Plant Systems January 18
Forestry
February 16

Time
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Three ways to register for a Virtual Exploration Presentation:
✓ Scan the QR Code
✓ Email mhall@nextgen.org
✓ Call us at 587-543-0436
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Best wishes to everyone celebrating
Birthdays and Anniversaries in
January 2022
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JANVIER MUNICIPAL OFFICE

Please note the office is closed at this
time due to COVID-19. Staff can still be
reached via the info below
110 Janvier Drive, Chard AB T0P 1G0
PH: 780-559-2230
FAX: 780-559-2230

martha.nokohoo@RMWB.CA

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
PULSE
(MUNICIPAL SWITCH BOARD)

1-800-973-9663
780-743-7000

COMMUNITY CONTACTS:
RCMP

780-788-4000

FISH & WILDLIFE

780-743-7200

JANVIER SCHOOL

780-559-2240

ATCO

1-800-668-2248

PULSE@RMWB.CA

RMWB.CA/PULSE

SOCIAL MEDIA:

@WOODBUFFALORURALCOMMUNITYCONNECTION

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
JANVIER DENE
WOODBUFFALO
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

@RMWOODBUFFALO

@RMWOODBUFFALO

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE

780-791-6247

HEALTH LINK

811

ALL EMERGENCIES

911

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER SUMISSIONS:
JANUARY 24TH, 2022.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & PROGRAMS CALENDAR
JANUARY 2022
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT
1

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!!
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Municipal
Offices
closed

Intake
Deadline for
Food Bank

23

24
Newsletter
Submission
Deadline

30

25

26

27

28

29

Food Bank
Delivers

31
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