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June is National Indigenous
History Month!
Indigenous history is shared history. What
does it mean to you?
That’s what the Regional Municipality of
Wood Buffalo is asking this month for National Indigenous History Month (NIHM) — an
important month with a national designation
to rightfully recognize, respect and learn
about Indigenous history. It’s also an opportunity to commemorate and celebrate the
rich history of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis
people across Canada.
Acknowledging the strength, diversity, and
resiliency of local Indigenous communities
is taking place all throughout the month
of June as we work together to build and
strengthen relationships in Wood Buffalo.

Visit participate.rmwb.ca/nihm to take part
in this month’s activities and learnings. Share
your ideas, join the discussion, make an
impact, and participate in weekly contests.
Every week, there’s a chance to win a handmade birchbark basket full of goodies from
local Indigenous artisans and companies,
such as bannock in a bag, a beading kit, kokum scarf, and beaded poppy and beaded
orange shirt pins.
Looking for more history this month? Join It’s
Time to Read! The virtual book club is exploring 21 Things You May Not Know About the
Indian Act by Bob Joseph. Written by a leading cultural sensitivity trainer, this small but
mighty book is the essential guide to understanding the Indian Act and its repercussions
on generations of Indigenous Peoples. Every

day in June, the book club has been exploring and reflecting upon one ‘thing’ about the
Indian Act, leading up to National Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21. If you’re new
to the book club, subscribe at participate.
rmwb.ca/it-s-time-to-read, and keep an eye
on your inbox for updates!
On June 21, celebrate National Indigenous
Peoples Day with Burgers and Bannock in
the Park. From 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., join us for
lunch and refreshments as we celebrate the
day outside at Shell Place at MacDonald Island Park.
A special note of gratitude to all of those who
shared their wisdom, knowledge and stories
for National Indigenous History Month. Na
Naskomonân – we are grateful.

Fort Chipewyan
Truth Scanning Gathering
The truth of the country’s residential school
legacy is continuing to be unmasked.
On March 31 and April 1, 2022, the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, Mikisew Cree
First Nation, and Fort Chipewyan Métis jointly hosted a Truth Scanning Gathering in Fort
Chipewyan to support residential school
Survivors, Elders, and their families. The site
of the former Holy Angels residential school
in Fort Chipewyan soon to be scanned with
ground penetrating radar, was the focal
point of the gathering.
The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation confirms that at least 89 children died
while attending Holy Angels between 1880
and 1953. The gathering created a space for
dialogue with Elders and Survivors to seek
the truth about the former institution and
helped to begin to address the intergenerational trauma the residential school experience has left for Indigenous People in the
region.
A Pipe Ceremony started the event off in a
good way, with the gathering’s sharing cir-

cle providing a safe place for Survivors, Elders, and family and community members to
share their experiences. Nunee Health Board
representatives and Wood Buffalo Victims
Services were on hand to offer emotional
and mental wellness support.

“I was deeply affected hearing the truths
shared by Survivors, Elders, and family members in the circle,” said IRR Director Dennis
Fraser. “The Municipality will be there to do
what they can to support people wherever
they are along their path to healing.”

“The ugly truth, covered up for so many years,
is finally being revealed as Indigenous communities continue their research, and the
numbers of potentially unmarked gravesites
grow in numbers,” said Mikisew Cree First Nation Elder Alice Martin, also a member of the
Fort Chipewyan Truth Scanning Task Group.
“It is key that this project is Indigenous-community led,” Elder Martin continued. “Being
sensitive to community dynamics is a priority.
Trauma and intergenerational impacts suffered by Survivors is real, and healing needs
to happen.”

Along with ground penetrating radar, the
Holy Angels site search will also consist of
aerial photography to help reveal any more
burial sites. A follow-up gathering and additional sharing circles are also being planned
to continue supporting Elders, Survivors, and
families in the lead-up to the site search, and
a Truth Scanning Project pamphlet for community members is being developed.

The event also featured remarks from Mayor Bowman and the Regional Municipality
of Wood Buffalo’s Indigenous and Rural Relations (IRR) Department. Athabasca Tribal
Council and Wood Buffalo RCMP representatives also attended.

Supports are available nationally through the
Indian Residential School Survivors Society,
which can be contacted toll-free at 1 (800)
721-0066 or via its 24-hour Crisis Line at 1
(866) 925-4419.

National Day of Awareness for
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls

Hundreds gathered in downtown
Fort McMurray for the MMEIP Solidarity Walk
on May 5, 2022.

After walking from the Centre of Hope to
Jubilee Plaza, people stayed for speeches
and refreshments.

People listen to speeches
following the MMEIP
Solidarity Walk.

Nistawoyou Association Friendship Centre and
A&W staff during the Burgers for Friendship
event in Fort McMurray on May 5, 2022.

Ribbon skirts were
encouraged at the
MMEIP Solidarity Walk.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation Chief
Allan Adam speaks at Jubilee Plaza
following the MMEIP Solidarity Walk.

May 5 was the National Day of Awareness for
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women,
Girls, and Two-Spirit People (MMWIG2S+),
also known as Red Dress Day.

against Indigenous Peoples, including boys,
men, and gender diverse persons. They too
are suffering, in danger, and their voices
need to be included and heard.

Events were held across the region to raise
awareness about the systemic and national crisis of violence, including Murdered or
Missing and Exploited Indigenous Peoples
(MMEIP). MMEIP recognizes the importance
of acknowledging the violence committed

In Fort McMurray, many people gathered
at the downtown A&W to support Burgers
for Friendship, a fundraiser in support of
Nistawoyou Friendship Centre MMWIG2S
programming and family support. A total of
$2,500 was raised from all teen burgers sold

at Fort McMurray A&W locations that day.
In the evening, hundreds of people joined
the MMEIP Solidarity Walk, organized by Fort
McMurray 468 First Nation and the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo, from the
Centre of Hope to Jubilee Plaza, where people gathered to listen to leaders and family
members of those impacted speak.
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New dreamcatcher
a symbol of reconciliation and dreaming big

A new dreamcatcher is now in Mayor Sandy
Bowman’s office at Jubilee Plaza.
It was created by Janvier artist Richard Nokohoo, who had been asked to repair an existing dreamcatcher in the office. When it was
too damaged to repair, he started work on
a brand-new dreamcatcher, which took him
two weeks to complete.
“I go to prayer to do my dreamcatchers,” Richard says. “That’s when the colours come to
me, where the colours need to go and stuff.”

This dreamcatcher was done in black, yellow, red, blue, and silver, which Richard says
represents the four directions and different
races. It also features an eagle feather in the
middle to bless the people.
“It’s a big honour for me to have my piece in
the Mayor’s office because it’s a reminder of
what we’re all working towards and the people we work with – all the different races to
make one,” Richard adds. “The reason my
dreamcatchers are four feet or six feet, is to
dream big. I’m just honoured my work is displayed.”

“I thank Richard for creating this incredible
celebration of Indigenous culture and art for
my office,” says Mayor Bowman. “This new
addition reminds me every day of the importance of our collective commitment to truth
and reconciliation and the many contributions of Indigenous Peoples in the region.”
Richard also gifted Mayor Bowman with an
eagle feather for his journey of reconciliation.
Richard has also created dreamcatchers for
organizations like Keyano College and the
Humboldt Broncos, following the devastating bus crash in April 2016.

