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The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo is 
inviting all to a gathering and walk on Friday, 
September 30, in commemoration of the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, a 
day to recognize and raise awareness of the 
tragic legacy of Canada’s residential schools.

The gathering will begin with drumming and 
prayer outside the Jubilee Building at 9:30 
a.m., followed by a walk to MacDonald Island, 

September 30 is the National Day  
for Truth and Reconciliation

where light refreshments will be served. 
People are encouraged to wear orange. 

Private luncheons are also being held on 
the day throughout the region to honour 
survivors.

This day was designated as a federal statutory 
holiday by the Government of Canada last 
year. Held in unison with Orange Shirt Day, 

it is also an important time to listen, learn, 
and reflect upon the ongoing legacy of 
residential schools, the wrongdoings carried 
out by church and government, and the 
harm that continues to impact Indigenous 
Peoples and communities. 

Friday, September 30, 2022
Jubilee Building, 9909 Franklin Avenue



2nd annual Truth and Reconciliation Challenge  
wraps after 7 thought-provoking weeks

The Municipality’s Truth and Reconciliation Challenge returned 
mid-August. This year, the challenge spanned seven weeks in the lead 
up to the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on Sept. 30. Peo-
ple were invited to explore Indigenous culture, language and learn 
the region’s true history, including the legacy of residential schools.

Each week featured a different weekly theme. The challenge started 
with “Truth”, as there cannot be reconciliation without acknowledging 
truth. Subsequent weeks included Language; Missing, Murdered and 
Exploited Indigenous People (MMEIP); Sport and Art; Economic Rec-
onciliation; Allyship; and Honouring Survivors. 

“This is a time to learn and to listen and to consider how we can each 
contribute to reconciliation,” said Indigenous and Rural Relations 
Director Dennis Fraser. “The challenge provides meaningful ways to 
enhance and guide those personal journeys.”

This year’s challenge featured a variety of both online resources and 
in-person events. The Municipality partnered with Jes Croucher of 
Pawâmiw Creative to offer workshops for Week 1: The Legacy of Res-
idential Schools for both staff and the general public.

For Week 4, which celebrated Indigenous sport and art, people 
gathered outside Council Chambers at the Jubilee Building for “An 
Evening with Fred McDonald and Friends”. Hosted by renowned 
Fort McKay First Nation artist Frederick McDonald, the evening fea-
tured poetry from his new book, “Dreams and Journeys”, as well as a 
viewing of his art commissioned for Council Chambers. Week 4 was 
also held during the Athabasca Tribal Council Cultural Festival from  
Sept. 8 to 11. 

New virtual resources this year included language lessons from El-
der Patrice Mercredi of Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, Elder Rita 
Marten of Mikisew Cree First Nation, and Elder Alice Rigney of Athas-
basca Chipewyan Prairie First Nation, as well as a talk from leading 
MMEIP advocate Stephanie Harpe. 

Thank you to all the Elders, Knowledge Keepers, and advocates who 
helped make this year’s Truth and Reconciliation Challenge impact-
ful, and to all the participants who learned alongside us. Reconcilia-
tion isn’t merely a seven-week journey, but a lifelong practice. If you 
missed this year’s Truth and Reconciliation Challenge, get started 
now at RMWB.ca/TRC. You’ll find all the content available to this year’s 
challengers, as well as even more resources to keep you learning. 

Traditional Dene hand games 
are played at the Athabasca 

Tribal Council Cultural Festival.

Mayor Sandy Bowman and 
Indigenous and Rural Relations 

Director Dennis Fraser.

Jes Croucher speaks during  
the Legacy of Residential 
School workshop held for  

Week 1: Truth.

Fort McKay artist Fred McDon-
ald speaks at An Evening with 
Fred McDonald and Friends.



When Tyendinaga Mohawk artist Amy Keller-
Rempp saw the new ceremonial tipi she 
painted for the Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo go up, she found herself ner-
vously holding her breath. 

“I wanted to embrace that moment and really 
take it in,” she admits. “But in my mind, I was 
thinking, ‘Please line up,’ because I didn’t 
know for sure.”

The tipi was being raised for the time ever 
on the eve of June 21 – National Indigenous 
Peoples Day. Though Amy spent 200 hours 
working on the tipi, from sketching to paint-
ing, she had only ever seen it laid out.

Indigenous artist brings RMWB tipi to life

“Now when I see it, that pressure is gone so 
seeing it now at different locations, it’s pretty 
amazing every time I see it.”

The tipi was commissioned by the Munici-
pality’s Indigenous and Rural Relations (IRR) 
department. The tipi itself was made by lo-
cal Métis company, TAPWAY Inc. Amy was 
in the middle of designing the public art 
benches for the Municipality when she was 
approached by IRR Director Dennis Fraser to 
paint the tipi. 

Amy says she had never painted a tipi be-
fore, but confident she could after a lifetime 
of painting canvas. Her only instruction was 

to include both the Municipal and It’s Time 
logos – and that it needed to be completed 
for the National Indigenous Peoples Day fes-
tivities at Shell Place.

With the canvas being 24 feet top to bottom 
and 50 feet side to side, Amy had to find a 
space large enough to spread it out fully. 
Luckily, friends of Amy’s own an empty build-
ing with enough space for her to get to work. 
In addition to the 200 hours Amy spent paint-
ing the tipi, she had help from her husband, 
daughters and mother and, in all, required 
up to 15 gallons of paint. She also credits 
Creator for helping guide the project.         
            (continued on next page)



(continued from previous page)             
“We’re doing something really special here, you could feel the energy 
all the way through. There were many guides helping me through.” 

As an Indigenous woman and artist, the significance of the project 
was not lost on her.

“It felt sacred to me,” she says. “When you look at the tipi and what it 
represents to so many people and the culture, it’s an honour for me 
to paint that. It wasn’t just a project, it was an honour. When I see it, I 
get emotional.” 

The Municipal tipi has been used for ceremony and was also present 
at the Athabasca Tribal Council Culture Festival. 

“I see the community, how they embrace it and love it, and how they 
can use it and have it present, it fills my heart.” 

Amy’s other art can be seen at amykeller.com. 
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TAPWAY Inc., Municipal staff, and artist Amy Keller-Rempp after the new ceremonial tipi was put up for the first time ahead of the Burgers and Bannock  
in the Park for National Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21. 


