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Kiyām Community Park is now open, just in 
time for winter fun and a highlight of the 
holiday season with a 40-foot-tall Christmas 
tree.

This community park at the corner of Franklin 
and Main is named Kiyām, Cree for “let 
it be”, a word used when you are at peace 
with yourself and your surroundings so no 
negativity can touch you. The name Kiyām 
was supported and recommended by two 
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Council-appointed committees, as it was 
suggested by an Indigenous community 
member. 

The park opened to the public last month. 
As a place to host community events, Kiyām 
Community Park will offer many features 
designed to bring people into the park and 
into downtown Fort McMurray year-round. 
Check out the natural playground, the 
multicoloured lights, Medicine Wheel rock 

garden, basketball court, and more. 

In the heart of Kiyām Community Park are 
two unique benches, sister benches to ones 
in Anzac and Saprae Creek Estates. Public Art 
Wood Buffalo collaborated with these two 
communities in designing these, working 
with local artists Amy Keller-Rempp and 
Kritsana Naowakhun as part of the Public Art 
Bench Program. 

Kiyām Community Park 



Commemorating the truth in truth and reconciliation

Acknowledging the truths and conducting meaningful, appropriate 
commemoration remains a critical part of the Municipality’s 
commitment to reconciliation. This year, for the second ever National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 30, the Municipality 
partnered with the Athabasca Tribal Council, Indigenous communities, 
and other partner organizations to host a community gathering and 
walk in Fort McMurray.

Open to all, the community gathering and walk started at Jubilee 
Plaza with a blessing, drumming, and powerful words from Chief 
Allan Adam of Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation and President of 
the Athabasca Tribal Council. Following that, the hundreds of people 

in attendance walked to Shell Place. Luncheons were also hosted 
throughout the region to honour residential school survivors. 

Also known as Orange Shirt Day, the day is an important opportunity 
to reflect on the tragic legacy of Canada’s residential school system 
and the impact it continues to have on Indigenous Peoples and 
communities.

“It’s important we recognize and acknowledge this on September 30, 
while remaining committed to listening, learning, and taking positive 
action towards reconciliation each and every day in the months and 
years ahead,” said Mayor Sandy Bowman. 



Important progress towards heeding the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Call to 
Action #87 was made as the Wood Buffalo 
2023 Arctic Winter Games Host Society 
unveiled the honorees of the Indigenous 
Sports Gallery.

Call to Action #87 calls upon all levels 
of government, in collaboration with 
Indigenous Peoples, sports halls of fame, 
and other relevant organizations, to provide 
public education that tells the national story 
of Indigenous athletes’ history. 

In November, 87 days out from the Games 
to pay tribute to the respective Call to 
Action, 35 people were recognized for their 
contribution to both their sports and their 
communities in three categories: Local 
Legend, Athlete, and Community Builder.

Local Legend honourees were Indigenous 

Indigenous Sports Gallery honouring  
local Indigenous athletes and CTA #87

community leaders who have passed onto 
the spirit world. 

Athlete honourees were selected for their 
skill, effort, and passion in their chosen sport, 
as well as for being positive mentors for well-
being and sport in their community. 

Community Builders were recognized for 
their contributions to sport and well-being 
as mentors, and for their support in the 
growth and development of athletes in their 
community. 

Regional Community Builders were 
recognized for their contributions to sport 
and the development of athletes on a 
regional level. 

“In our commitment to strengthening Call to 
Action #87, the Wood Buffalo 2023 Arctic 
Winter Games will continue to share the truth 

and to celebrate the athletes and community 
builders that exemplify these teachings and 
so proudly share the stories of our Local 
Legends,” said Allison Flett, co-chair of the 
Game’s Culture Committee. 

The Indigenous Sports Gallery will celebrate 
the stories and will travel throughout Wood 
Buffalo during the 2023 Arctic Winter Games 
and other cultural events. The Games is an 
international celebration of circumpolar 
sports and culture, taking place every two 
years. It is taking place in  Wood Buffalo  
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 4, 2023, highlighting the 
region and its culture to athletes and visitors 
from around the world. 

More information on the Games, as well 
as a list of all Indigenous Sports Gallery 
honourees, can be found at awg2023.org

The Indigenous Sports Gallery honourees at the Honouree Dinner in Fort McMurray. 



Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo was a big winner at this year’s 
Communities in Bloom Symposium, in Victoria, BC.

The region was declared the winner of the International Challenge 
in the Medium/Large category, with special mention for Cultural and 
Natural Heritage and Indigenous Community Involvement. 

Communities in Bloom is a non-profit organization that encourages 
community pride through a multi-tiered competitive evaluation 
process. International judges toured the region in August, visiting 
local parks, green spaces, recreation, heritage, and environmental 
facilities and evaluating the region in six communities. 

Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo beat out Citta di Alba, Italy; Oost-
Vlaanderen, Belgium; Stratford, ON; and Leduc, AB, in the international 
challenge. 

Following their visit and evaluation, the judges noted:

“The First Nations play an essential role in the history of Wood Buffalo. 
The RMWB (Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo) has demonstrated 
a prime example of a positive Truth and Reconciliation process with 
the Indigenous communities in the region."

The region also received two Outstanding Achievement awards, the 
Heritage Conservation award, and the National Capital Commission’s 
Plant and Floral Displays award. Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo will 
host the 2023 National and International Communities in Bloom 
Symposium and Awards in September.

“I am honoured to be a part of our region and its people. Our path to 
reconciliation is known worldwide,” said Councillor Kendrick Cardinal. 

“After being a part of the awards for the Communities in Bloom 
National Symposium in Victoria, BC, I was overly honoured to speak 
on our behalf and let them all know what our relationships with all 
Indigenous people of the RMWB meant to us all. It meant the world. 
When I was talking, I felt the whole region’s voice speak through me.”

RECONCILIATION
MIYO WECHETOTAN  
MIYO (Me-yo) WECHETOTAN (We-chee-too-tan)

T’AT’Ǫ EŁCH’Į DANIDZĮ 
HA BASĮ EGHOLODA 
T’AT’Ǫ (Taan too) EŁCH’Į (Ale chann) DANIDZĮ (Daa knee junn) 

HA (Haa) BASĮ (Baa zınn) EGHOLODA (Eaa ghoo low daa)

The Wood Buffalo Communities in Bloom Committee with their awards in Victoria, BC.

Cultural heritage and Indigenous community  
involvement blooming in Fort McMurray Wood Buffalo


